[image: image2.jpg]Services Ltd.

‘A Home Away From Home'



[image: image3.jpg]Services Ltd.
‘A Home Away From Home





Personalized Star Magnet- With the beginning of the school year children enjoy displaying their work
Materials
· 3" Wooden flat star 

· 5" Decorative ribbon (1" wide) 

· Craft paint 

· Glitter glue pens 

· Markers (to write names on stars) 

· Scissors 

· Hot glue gun or craft glue 

· Very strong magnet (as large as you can fit behind the star) 

 Lets put it together

· Paint your star the color desired and let dry. 

· Using a contrasting colored marker, write the child's name and any other words on the star. Ideas: "My Artist Did This" " A Masterpiece by" "— Did This" "Look What — Did!" 

· If you mess up on the lettering, just repaint over the star. 

· Using a glitter glue pen, draw a thin line all around the outside edge of the star and let dry. 

· Take your piece of ribbon and fold it in half lengthwise. 

· Starting at the end of the ribbon, cut at an angle toward the folded edge. You should have a "V" shape cut out of the ribbon. 

· Repeat for other end. 

· Fold the ribbon in half. Slightly angle the ribbon so you will see both pieces (see photo). 

· Hot glue on back of star with edges showing below the bottom of the star. 

· Hot glue the magnet on the back of the star. 

· Date the back of the magnet with the marker
Ramadan Calendar Chain
	Cut colored strips of construction paper into approx. 8" lengths. 
(30 strips for each child) · Glue or staple strips of construction paper 
into a chain. 
You will need 30 links (rings) in your chain. One for each day until the end of 
Ramadan.
Make a pretty pattern, alternate the colors of the rings.
You may attach the completed chain to the bottom of your designed mosque 
in project one or to other designs, e.g. a large crescent, or a star..
Hang it on a wall or in a doorway.
Everyday neatly tear off one of the rings all the way to the end of Ramadan. 
Remind the children that Ramadan can be either 29 or 30 days
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September is a perfect time to look at your programming…
The programming that you currently have in place in your home may need a bit of fine tuning, maybe you need some new ideas or maybe we need to take a closer look to see if your program still meets children’s needs. When looking at the activities and learning opportunities in your home, consider the ages, stages and interests of the children that you care for. If your home has new children it may be appropriate to talk with the parents to ensure that your programming suits their children.  For those children whom have been in care for awhile, keep in mind that as children age their interests and abilities change. 
Having a Full Program is critical to the development of the children in your home. Programs should include the following:

· Art/crafts- give the children opportunities to be creative and make things that they enjoy making while learning  fine motor skills.
· Large Muscle- Children enjoy spending time being active, running, jumping, going for walks, playing ball games exc. 
· Manipulatives-  Offer opportunities for the children to support and develop fine motor skills through puzzles or matching games.
· Circle /story /quiet times- Children love to be read to, if they are read to children will be more likely to enjoy reading in the future. Providing the children with structured time where they can sit and learn will give them important skills to prepare them for school. 
· Dramatic play- Centers could be set up in your home where the children are able to access items in which they could use to pretend and create. 

Themes- Having a theme for the week or month will allow you to focus activities so that the children can learn about certain things in many different ways. For example:

A Pet theme- You could go to the library and pick out books on different kinds of animals, each day you could read about a certain animal, the children can pretend they have a pet store or veterinarian clinic, you could offer pet puzzles to them, playdoh pets could be made, they could paint animals or make sock puppy’s. You could take the children for a walk in the neighborhood and see what kinds of animals you could find or you could take the children for a fieldtrip to the pet store. 

As you can see there are many things that can be done to teach children about animals when using a themed program plan. For more information on this and other program ideas talk to your consultants. We encourage you to share your ideas in order to build a successful program plan, one which will support children in all areas of development. 



Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic Lunar calendar. Every day during this month, Muslims around the world spend the daylight hours in a complete fast. During the blessed month of Ramadan, Muslims all over the world abstain from food, drink, and other physical needs during the daylight hours. As a time to purify the soul, refocus attention on God, and practice self-sacrifice, Ramadan is much more than just not eating and drinking. Muslims are called upon to use this month to re-evaluate their lives in light of Islamic guidance. We are to make peace with those who have wronged us, strengthen ties with family and friends, do away with bad habits -- essentially to clean up our lives, our thoughts, and our feelings. The Arabic word for "fasting" (sawm) literally means" to refrain" - and it means not only refraining from food and drink, but from evil actions, thoughts, and words. During Ramadan, every part of the body must be restrained. The tongue must be restrained from backbiting and gossip. The eyes must restrain themselves from looking at unlawful things. The hand must not touch or take anything that does not belong to it. The ears must refrain from listening to idle talk or obscene words. The feet must refrain from going to sinful places. In such a way, every part of the body observes the fast. Therefore, fasting is not merely physical, but is rather the total commitment of the person's body and soul to the spirit of the fast. Ramadan is a time to practice self-restraint; a time to cleanse the body and soul from impurities and re-focus one's self on the worship of God.

Important information for ESL Homes: Norquest College is offering a course to help those whose first language in not English interact more easily with children, parents and co-workers. The class helps individuals to fill out the typical paperwork that goes with caring for children. Early childhood education techniques and safety are the key topics to be covered.


September 14 to November 25                       Mondays and Wednesdays, 6-9 pm                               $331= college fees and GST


**Other ESL courses are also available through the college.


Taxes and your Day home-  it is designed for Home based business people to be able to organize their records so that they can operate a day home in Alberta. This class teaches participants how to complete a business tax return as well.


November 7 and November 14, 2009             12 hours, 2 Saturdays,             10 Am- 4:30 pm             $101+ college fees and GST




















